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Issa Nyaphaga was born on May 31st 1967 in Douala, (Cameroon), and grew up in the small village of the Tikar tribe, called Nditam, in the very heart of African's equatorial forest. The Tikar are primarily farmers and painters, Issa was initiated in his early childhood into traditional painting like the other Tikar children.  He painted with colored muds using his hands and fingers on walls of houses. In 1990, Issa started working as a political cartoonist for a satirical newspaper, “Le Messager Popoli”. Opposed to the political regime in Cameroon, he was tortured and jailed for his publications. 
In 1996, he escaped from his country to seek asylum in Paris, where he collaborates with the famous photographer Jacqueline Hyde, a former assistant of Man Ray, also known for her work with Botero, Zao Wou Ki (Nobel Prize in Literature) and Nicolas de Stael. 
Issa has also been working on an artistic concept called “Urban Way,” in which he paints his body and performs with live music. 
Issa splits his time between France and the United States.
Please visit Issa’s website or contact freeDimensional:

www.nyaphaga.com / www.freedimensional.org
